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Episode 1: Who We Are and What We Are Building

Kari Vogelgesang (00:07):

Welcome to Education Unscripted & Xplored with Kari and Mark. Two educators having real
conversations about the complex and ever-evolving world of our PK through 12 schools, universities,
and communities. We draw from experience, research, and candid conversations to uncover what's
working, what's not, and where greater effort and resources are needed. Join us as together we explore
the educational systems our communities need and deserve. Please note that the opinions and
perspectives that are shared on this podcast do not necessarily represent those of the University of
lowa. Welcome to our first episode of Education Unscripted & Xplored. I'm super excited to get this
going, Mark.

Mark McDermott (00:54):

Very excited.

Kari Vogelgesang (00:55):

Very excited. We've been waiting for this all of our lives.

Mark McDermott (01:00):

This is the moment...
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Kari Vogelgesang (01:02):

To talk about education on a podcast. We are really excited to be here with all of you today. This first
episode in our first season, we are really just going to kind of set the groundwork for why we're here,
what we hope to talk about, how we hope to engage with our audience, and give you a little bit of
background information about us personally and also our professional lives, our professional journeys,
and kind of what brought us here today. So | don't know, Mark, do you want to get going and just kind
of tell everyone a little bit about yourself and why you thought it was a good idea to join me on this
podcast?

Mark McDermott (01:44):

Well, I'm still trying to decide. No, I'm very- We're doing it out. No, I'm very excited. | think this is going
to be a great opportunity for us to have conversations that are probably reflecting a little bit the types of
things that we're thinking about here in our jobs at the College of Ed, and give us an opportunity to hear
from others what they might be curious about, what they're wondering about. So | think it's always good
to have conversations. | think both of us agree on that, that that's important and to be able to talk about
things that are important to us and see what is of interest to the others out there.

Kari Vogelgesang (02:23):

Yeah, | agree. | think that some of the conversations I've particularly had with you probably, | mean,
well, for a long time, we've known each other for a long time now, but | think particularly since COVID,
when I'm in meetings with you, | tend to not only enjoy our conversations, but | feel like you oftentimes
bring a different perspective to the table that | really appreciate and that challenges me sometimes. So |
think this should be good because | think that we both have a really kind of strong and rich experience in
the PK through 12 world, but we also have had quite the career now in higher education and particularly
in teacher preparation. So I'm hopeful that we can come to the table and have really honest
conversations about all of those experiences that we've had and engage with a variety of stakeholders
and engage with our audience to kind of explore what's happened in education over time and what
we've learned from different experiments in education in terms of policy, leadership, programming,
curriculum, and then kind of where we're at today and where we're going in the future.

(03:48):

Those are all the things that I'm really thinking about right now. | think the other thing I'm really thinking
about, and then I've had really good conversations with you about is how schools | think are often talked
about and thought about as very separate from the community in which they serve. And | think this is a
huge mistake. When people are talking about issues that a particular school is having, they only talk
about that school and they don't talk about where the school is situated and acknowledge that the
school is serving a population in the community and that oftentimes schools are just a reflection of
things that are happening in the community and they ... And | feel like that's a conversation that | want
to talk about and touch on basically at every single podcast.

Mark McDermott (04:45):

Yeah. | think that | would say one of the things that | think both of us would agree is great about our
current positions. | think we're going to hear in a second about kind of our paths and progression. And |
think for myself, | would guess it was similar for you. When | was teaching high school and | was sort of
... Inthe day-to-day of it, especially early in my career, | was very narrowly focused on that and | didn't
even as a teacher necessarily have that big picture view like | could have and maybe should have. And
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one of the things | love about my position now is | get to interact with a really wide range of educational
stakeholders and get to hear different perspectives, but also get to hear not only different ideas, but
different really exciting, unique, innovative things that are happening that we can share and then build
on.

(05:38):

And | think that's ... | agree with you that we don't always have as big a picture of you sometimes as we
need to. | think we also ... | think you and | share a desire to make sure that we're building on the
strengths that are out there and finding the people who are doing the things that are really exciting,
being honest about things that we need to work on and that are challenges, but also acknowledging that
there's a lot of people doing really cool things and we want to try to find some of those people and talk
about them and then hopefully build on those across the spectrum. Yeah.

Kari Vogelgesang (06:11):

We'll see. So tell us a little bit more about your position because | think that your position, talking about
your position helps give a perspective in terms of what all of the different people that you do engage
with on a daily, weekly, monthly basis, and how that informs kind of your thoughts and opinions about
what's happening in education today.

Mark McDermott (06:35):

Yeah. So this is ... | tell everybody | have the best job in the world, and | mean that. | do feel good about
what | get to do. My official title is Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education and Educator
Preparation. And you know, Kari, how formal | am about titles, and | make everybody call me. No, he
does. I'm constantly ... No, | mean, what that means is | get to oversee our teacher ed program. So we
have a, | think, I'm a little biased, but | think we have a great teacher ed program where we're helping
develop elementary teachers, secondary teachers, special ed teachers, all the different content areas.
And | get to help oversee that. But then | also, we have two non-licensure programs that are involved in
education, but don't require licensure like a teaching license. So | get to help with those.

(07:23):

And then | also get to help with our educator prep programs across campus. So different areas outside
of just teacher ed and administrator prep. And so in those roles, obviously, you have to hear about
things that are happening in different parts of education, but also you get to talk to people across the
state and across the country who are doing it too. And so | know you probably get to engage in that in
your position as well.

Kari Vogelgesang (07:47):

Yeah, | do. My current titles right now, | know I'm not much of a title person either. | think that's another
thing that we have in common, but | am the director of the Baker Teacher Leader Center, and then I'm
the director of professional development for the Scanlon Center for School Mental Health. And then we
both have faculty positions and teacher education as well. But yeah, | think being in roles that we have is
really ... It's something that | think about a lot because | think it gives us lots of opportunities to talk to a
variety of people and not only get a variety of feedback and all different diverse perspectives, but it also
| think allows me to be creative in ways that | might not be able to be in other roles or other positions.
And what | mean by that is | think that oftentimes when I'm talking to people or groups of people across
the state of lowa and beyond, and I'm listening to their experiences and I'm listening to their
perspectives, and then | can start to think of things to do in either of the centers in a really quick way to

S1E1 Education Unscripted NEW Podcast NEW (Completed 01/07/26) Page 3 of 12
Transcript by Rev.com


https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/rvY_EPgOy7LpBBZTC4h747Y4dpE-KlixtfrOA8QNZRvb7tRDVQs-oJFOtrVFadvevyleliiEl2D3l4Fr_zxdv17zv1E?loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink&ts=0
https://www.rev.com/
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/GsJANGK2KxkdNQcupVaNYrZB-oE44LcAfyoxHtAeMbFhyIR2Sk9tuWC5pv9BLMhIlYstiwUb13m2zJaKmcmo7dPLfy4?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=338.68
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/SfuX5vhNht-6R3sa0rjds_qM2vhxi1JakzG9lfw74gG7o9WSU--74lePX6ccrfZiuNuaXuIYzbv7UF3PTPumIVW4wUQ?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=371.64
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/koLAqori0NYiFAbVIOPlI1H_XGHryyI_xEjNjTZ7XY76lWz1qt5KfGmG7w3AK5XPjyZFVQykRgnhZ47-vq5HMxL9vBY?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=395.58
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/Hj_w6ads3a070VnX7llsSe_yyCrRQ1ENnehYcUKmDNBnq_Scj_-vD7q2I2fMZv3CBHnE1tV6uY_ZcICph6os4_kUOzo?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=443.68
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/6SSMSJf4HSWnCiO8D_pERfGgq1cJDq5WqW39zDcmmoD1gycADbRAi4JTxIpK3CkEUI_7lKZkFt95kqWLurQGkYcDuYg?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=467.92

This transcript was exported on Jan 07, 2026 - view latest version here.

start to address some of those needs or to take that idea that's going really, really, really well that
somebody's sharing with me and try to copy that to some extent and build off of it in a way that's
helpful for our educators here in the state of lowa.

(09:24):

So | just feel like you, | feel so privileged to be in this position because of the creativity that it gives me,
but also just the diverse experiences and perspectives that I'm able to gain in conversation on a daily
basis. And | was an elementary school teacher for quite a while before | got my PhD and moved into
higher ed. And | had a little bit of a subbing journey after | had my second child ... Well, my first child and
my second child actually, | did some subbing so | could work part-time for a little while. So | subbed in
secondary classrooms and that was interesting. So | feel like I've had like the whole

Mark McDermott (10:04):

... But you grew up with an educator in the family.

Kari Vogelgesang (10:08):
Yeah, just like you.

Mark McDermott (10:09):
Yeah.

Kari Vogelgesang (10:09):

Yeah. | think that that's not only an educator, but we both had coaches for fathers, which ... So lots of
evenings were sitting around the table and | was listening to conversations about school board meetings
and my dad was an athletic director and a coach and listening to other parents come to our house and
have all kinds of complaints about whatever, whatever you can imagine, they were coming to my house
and complaining. So | feel like we both were exposed to this life at a very young age. My grandpa was
also a superintendent of schools and lots of different districts across the country too. So it's kind of like
in the blood, | guess.

Mark McDermott (10:56):

Yep, yep. Same way here. We spent most of our time growing up either going to dad's classroom to play
on the chalkboard or to go to the gym and hang out up there. So it was a good way to grow up. It really
was.

Kari Vogelgesang (11:09):

Yeah, it really, really was. We used to play this game. There were four of us. I'm the youngest of four and
| loved growing up on the weekends and all of the lights were off and so the high school would be really
dark because we were there clearly was taking us at night. We were supposed to stay in the gym and
like play basketball and stuff. And he probably was making us do a workout of some sort. | don't know.
But we were pretty little, but we would play Cagney and Lacey. Do you remember this show? Yeah. And
we would like hide from each other and spy on each other and be throughout the entire school building.
And | would get so scared as a kid doing this, but yeah, it was good memories. It was like our second
home, for sure. Okay. So | think the next thing that we, in this very first episode was not only to tell a
little bit about who we are and kind of what brought us here, but also like what we're hoping this
podcast provides to our audience.
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(12:21):

What's happening now that we're kind of trying to respond to, and what are we hoping to start? | guess,
what kind of conversations are we hoping to start? What are our

Mark McDermott (12:34):

Outcomes? That's

Kari Vogelgesang (12:36):

A true teacher right there.

Mark McDermott (12:37):

That was good. Yeah. Yeah. I'll start with the big picture. Because that's what | tend to do. | would say
that one of my hopes would be as we have these conversations and as we start to bring in guests and
we start to talk to people that are doing all these different things in education, there's this recognition,
number one, this is a complex thing, right? | think that we say that and we don't sometimes just sort of
say it and just move on, but | think there needs to be this recognition that there's a lot of nuance.
There's a lot of complexity to this. This is why it's a challenge to learn to be an educator because it's not
just learning to ... Or understanding the content, right? | taught high school science for a long time. It
wasn't just | had to learn a bunch of biology and a bunch of chemistry that | could then just spout back
to a whole bunch of high school students.

(13:35):

It was, | had to understand the content. | had to try to understand how human beings learn. | had to try
to understand how human beings got along with each other. | had to try to understand how to set up
the physical space in a classroom. | had to try to understand how to make sure kids weren't burning
themselves or others in the lab. All these different things that were happening all at once with a group
of teenage human beings, 20 or 30 of them. And you have to think about all of that. And so there's
aspects of that that are fairly clear cut, right? There's certain things about teaching biology that this is
the way that it is. There's a lot of that that's not clear cut. There are a lot of complexity, a lot of things all
happening at once. And | think both of us recognize that's important to try to communicate to people.

(14:27):

That's not a cop out. That's not a way for us in teacher ed to say, "Well see, there's nothing we can do.
It's so complex." It's a recognition. And | think hopefully in the conversations we have is that we help
people see that, that sometimes there aren't real easy answers. And so we have to have conversations.
And | think that's the second thing. | always use my wife as an example. | like her a lot. We don't agree
on everything, believe it or not. There's a lot of things that she disagrees with me on. Most of the time
it's what I'm wearing when | leave the house. But | use this with my students that it is the, | think
Aristotle said, it's the mark of an educated mind to entertain an idea without agreeing with it. And |
think the longer you're around others in education, the longer I'm around my wife ... We had to learn as
we were together for a while that we weren't going to agree on everything and we weren't going to
convince the other one that they had to agree with us.

(15:25):
But we were able, we're more able now than when we first got married to have conversations in which

we disagree. And | think that's a really important skill. And to be honest, | don't think that there's
enough of that in the world today. And | hope ... | think like you said earlier, Karen, you and | don't
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always see the world the same way. We have conversations that we respect each other's opinions. We
don't necessarily come to a conclusion that we both agree on, but we allow the other person to say out
loud what they think. And | hope that that's part of what we get to do with this.

Kari Vogelgesang (15:55):

Yeah. 1 100% agree. | think | also just, | can't help but piggyback off of and also reiterate how complex it
really is. | think | agree with you that, and probably every profession is way more complicated than what
anybody else would know or understand unless they were living in it. But yeah, | mean, | think, again, I'm
probably a little bit biased here, but | think our profession is maybe even a little bit more complex
because we are helping care for and educate very children and adolescents and that can't be taken
lightly. | mean, it's a very serious, big responsibility. And when you're doing that, there are all different
kinds of factors that you have to consider and you have to be really respectful of in terms of the child's
culture, their family interests and likes and their religious background and all different kinds of things
that you need to think of when you're setting up your classroom and your school community.

(17:14):

And so it isn't just about the content. We also know that, and this has been proven time and time and
time again, that you can't just teach academics. That is not how it works. If you are not also attending to
and thinking about the child as a whole, which includes their family, then the extent to which they're
going to be able to come to class and be prepared to actually learn to read and write and do math and
understand math and science is limiting. It's not that they can't learn, it's that you're limiting their
potential when you're not considering the whole picture or the whole child. And that's complicated and
it takes some time and training and practice to coaching in order to be able to do that for certain. | also
am always, and | know you know this about me, I'm fascinated by systems and how systems are set up
and how systems, and particularly school systems, are linked to community systems and expectations.

(18:18):

And I'm not even criticizing that. That's just natural. That's how humans have operated and work. | just
think it's interesting to unpack those systems and pick them apart and think about like who they're
benefiting and who they're not benefiting. And I've always been interested in kind of messing with the
bell schedule a little bit. And again, there's no like perfect solution here. | do know that chronic
absenteeism is another interest of mine. And we've thought about structuring schools in different ways
to engage families and students in a more palatable ways, stuff like this. And again, these are just
conversations. There's no perfect solution out there or necessarily one's better than the other. You have
to think about that community's unique context and needs to make these types of decisions. Yeah.

Mark McDermott (19:17):

Love it. And | think the other thing, one of the other things that is really unique when we talk about
educators and we talk about this profession in general is it's one of the few professions that almost
everyone else has had experience with, right? So everybody, most everybody was a student. Most
everybody went through school. That's not necessarily true about doctors or lawyers, right? | don't go to
the doctor and assume that | know what it's like to be a doctor because I've never experienced that.
People have experienced school at least 1180 days a year from about pre-kindergarten through 12th
grade for sure. And so one of the things that's interesting about our profession is that a lot of people
feel they have ideas about it and they do have ideas. | shouldn't say they feel it. They have ideas about it
because they've experienced learning and not just the teachers, not just the educators.

(20:15):
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And that's a different aspect that we sometimes have to think about. And we talk about that with our
pre-service teachers. And then the other thing, building off what you said, if it's okay for us to tell stories
once in a while on here, Kari, | don't know what the rules are, but we're going to see what

Kari Vogelgesang (20:31):

Happens. I'm definitely going to tell a few stories. They're all going to be about you,

Mark McDermott (20:34):

But ... Yeah, I'm going to see what | can come up with. We talk a lot too about the only experience that
we know for 100% and with 100% accuracy is our own, right? We know what our experience has been
and we understand what we've been through and we understand what works for us and what doesn't.
The hard part about teaching is you're not teaching yourself. You're teaching other human beings who
have had different experiences. | always tell this story to our college kids and just at Mac Valley, Macoco
Valley the other day, talking to a group of juniors and seniors. | told them the story about my very first
year of teaching, | was teaching and coaching at New Hampton and | was coaching ninth grade girls
basketball, right? And so we were getting ready for our first road trip and we were going to walk on.
(21:24):

Well, when | was an athlete, right, very high level football player at Division three Cornell College. I've
seen

Kari Vogelgesang (21:30):

Pictures. That was a joke.

Mark McDermott (21:31):

That was a joke. | can't see when we're on the pocket. So when | was an athlete in high school and in
college, for me to get ready for a game, | wanted it silent. | had my little walk, man, | had my REO
Speedwagon Greatest Hits cassette.

Kari Vogelgesang (21:48):
Wow.

Mark McDermott (21:48):

| went all by myself.

(21:49):

Yes, that got me ready. | wanted to be by myself, listening to music. | didn't want to talk. | didn't want to
interact. | wanted it silent, right? That's how | got ready to compete and to perform. So | naturally
assumed when | was coaching ninth grade girls basketball that the best way for them to get ready was
to be silent and not talk. So we had an hour and 20 minute bus trip from New Hampton to walk on and |

told those girls we will be silent on the bus. There will not be any talking because obviously that was
going to get them ready to play.

Kari Vogelgesang (22:21):

This was before you had a teenage girl of your own.
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Mark McDermott (22:23):

This was well before | had a teenage daughter, but believe it or not, we lost to walk on by 20. And
luckily, one of the girls after the game came up to me and said, "Coach, | don't think that was the best
way for us to get ready to play basketball." And | always remember that. That was like a moment in my
educational career as a 22 year old first year teacher thinking, "You know what, you're right." That was
the first time it hit me that other people didn't experience the world exactly the same way | did and
didn't get ready to compete or didn't get ready to learn or maybe didn't even view learning or
competing the same way | did. That's what's tough about teaching, right? I'm sure you had that
experience where at some point it sort of hits you like, wait a second, these students don't see the world
the same way | do.

(23:10):
They haven't had the same experiences, they haven't said ... And the more places we go, | think for both
of us, as we went to different jobs and different positions, that you just, you learn that more and more

and more because you're experiencing a wider variety of people. And | think that's important to think
about.

Kari Vogelgesang (23:27):

| do. | think it's really important. And yes, | think that all of those experiences are really important. | hope
that our teacher ... And | know that one of the things | love about our teacher education program is how
committed we are to putting them in very different placements so that they can have a variety of
experiences. | think that's really critical for any teacher education program because they will inevitably
encounter different types of families and students and school environments that they're going to learn
from. Even if they aren't environments or situations that they want to be in when they become a full-
time teacher, they're still going to learn a lot from those situations. So many of our students come in

and say, "I'm going to be a kindergarten teacher. I'm just going to be a kindergarten teacher." How many
times does it happen that they then get placed in a fifth, sixth grade classroom and then they realize
like, "Wow, no, actually this is for me.

(24:27):

" And it's just because of the variety, the diversity and the experience, the diverse experiences that they
have as they're growing into becoming their authentic teaching selves.

Mark McDermott (24:39):

Did you know what you wanted to do exactly with the rest of your life when you were-

Kari Vogelgesang (24:43):

| still don't know for sure what | want to do with the rest of it. No. | think we both have been talking
about this a lot in meetings this past year, your youngest, he's a freshman this year at lowa and my
youngest is finishing up at Kirkwood and starting a career as a horticulture scientist and I'm home alone
with my cat. And so | feel like we're always evolving and thinking about what's next. Where do | go next
with this career that I've built? What's next? Yeah. So fortunately, | think we've both been, like we've
talked about, fortunate enough to be exposed to so many different opportunities and different kinds of
situations that we'll see. We'll see. Maybe this podcast will bring us some kind of major sponsorship and
then we'll just go on the road and be podcasters for the rest of our lives.

Mark McDermott (25:40):
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We could do that. Yeah,

Kari Vogelgesang (25:42):
Maybe that's what's next.

Mark McDermott (25:43):

| told you I've been practicing by listening to lots of different podcasts and I'm trying out different things.
So we'll see.

Kari Vogelgesang (25:49):
Look at you and try hard. Oh, Mark, Mark.

Mark McDermott (25:56):

Yeah, you know.

Kari Vogelgesang (25:58):

Okay. Well, what's coming up? So we don't know actually. This is a great question. Throw that up. Let's
talk about this right now. Actually, we have. We have talked a little bit about different kinds of episodes,
topics, guests that we are hoping to explore and guests to have on in some future episodes. | know one
of the things that we talked about this morning was addressing chronic absenteeism. That's a big one for
me and thinking about why are kids not wanting to go to school? And COVID really broke that crack wide
open and we are starting to recover from that. We know that the numbers are kind of trending in a
therapeutic direction, which is good, but still a lot of work to do there. Another one we talked about was
rural education. Do you want to talk about that?

Mark McDermott (26:55):

Sure. Well, | mean, both of us | think have experienced growing up in smaller schools and in situations
like that, | think the kind of complex, dynamic interplay between the community and the schools and the
unique characteristics, the things that are unique about growing up or learning in those sorts of
environments versus what are the things that overlap with other types of learning environments. And
even as you look at ... One of the things that kind of building on that idea of learning in rural spaces or
learning in urban spaces or geographically different or geographically diverse spaces, | think I'm always
trying to think a little bit about how are we preparing our future teachers to teach in the future, right? |
always tell this story that impacted me. It was right before COVID. I'd gone to a conference at the Ohio
State University and one of those

Kari Vogelgesang (27:58):
Big- Oh geez. Oh boy. Uh-oh.

Mark McDermott (28:02):

One of us Notre Dame fan doesn't like Ohio State after last year's national championship game, but
we're moving on. So | was at this conference and there was a guy speaking and his title was educational
evangelist for Google, right? That was a pretty cool title, but also kind of interesting that Google would
have a position like that. And | always remember, | told this story, I'm sure you've probably heard this,
that he held up his cell phone and he said, "I have a daughter that's going into kindergarten this year."
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And he said, he's pointing to his cell phone, he said, "This is the worst piece of technology she will ever
use. Everything she uses the rest of her life will be better and will be more advanced and will be faster."
And he said, "My question is, is her kindergarten teacher teaching her and preparing her for a world in
which everything's getting faster and better or is her kindergarten teacher teaching her for the world
the kindergarten teacher lived in?

(29:05):

" That kind of hit me. | was like, "That's a really good question." We think a lot about innovative, exciting
things that are happening right now and learning. It's hard to say yes, but these students that we're
teaching, when we're preparing elementary teachers, they're going to go out and teach five year olds
who are going to live in a world that's going to be unbelievably different by the time those five year olds
or 20 year olds, let alone 30 year old, right? And how do we set up teacher ed in a way where we're
addressing that and not just sort of recreating the things that work for us because they work for us kind
of a thing.

Kari Vogelgesang (29:43):

Yeah. Well, and while we're still making sure that we, because that's what's difficult about what we're
doing too, right? | mean, we've both together, particularly this last one letter, most recent accreditation
process, and And it's something that even, gosh, is it ever seven years, right? Seven years. Even seven
years before- Still not done actually. | know. We still have another round. You reminding us. But people
are always like, "Well, why can't you just add this course? Or why can't you just change this in the
curriculum or change that? " Well, yes, we're trying to change and evolve. Of course, we're doing that all
the time to keep pace and to think about the kind of teacher we need to prepare for the future while
also still making sure that we are meeting the expectations for accreditation or just that those aren't as
flexible and aren't as nimble and easily moved or changed.

(30:48):

| think it's another piece of the puzzle that people don't often think about when they're thinking about
teacher education programs for certain. Yeah. There's a few other things | know that we've talked about
that I'm excited to address. One is Al and education for sure. Another one, we both are kind of sports
junkies and I've always been interested to talk about how sports is so embedded in our schools, both in
K through 12 and at our universities that it's very different than other countries and the benefits and
then kind of the downside of some of that for sure. |

Mark McDermott (31:29):

Don't want to neglect the fact that | was also a swing choir member and | was in one play. And so not
just sports, Kari. | was a-

Kari Vogelgesang (31:38):
You were just like the all around person!

Mark McDermott (31:39):

In my talk the other day, | had to explain, | was not a Renaissance man, but | took piano lessons for two
weeks. Gayle Lundock, who she's listening, the nicest lady in Trayr taught me piano lessons. And after
two weeks she said, "Mark, if you worked as hard at piano as you do at football, you could be just as
good at piano as you are at football." And | said, "Mrs. Lundock, if | liked piano, as much as | liked
football, | might work at it about the ... " And she said, "Well, you're probably right." And then she
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Kari Vogelgesang (32:10):

Said- Yeah, but that's really exactly right. That's part of it. It has to be both. You're not going to keep
doing it if you don't like it. But Mark, | took piano for years, Patty Niehouse, if you're out there. Thank
you. Thank you for all of your patience. Played the saxophone. Guess what? | was Charlotte in
Charlotte's Web, Mark. Wow. Okay. Okay. |, too, can do both.

Mark McDermott (32:36):

See, | actually-

Kari Vogelgesang (32:38):
Arts, sports.

Mark McDermott (32:39):

This is a true story. | don't know how honest we have to be on this podcast, but when | was at Cornell
College for my undergraduate, Harvard of the Midwest, | was taking a class called Music Appreciation
and it was a required fine arts course. I'm not making this up. | was so bad at clapping rhythms that | had
to go in for a remedial clapping session on a Friday afternoon with Dr. Marty Hearn and he had to teach.
| was a 22 year old kid, 21 year old. | was paying tuition to learn how to clap because | was so bad at
rhythms. So that might have contributed to the piano playing.

Kari Vogelgesang (33:19):
That has really stuck with you too, hasn't it?

Mark McDermott (33:21):

Yeah, not that it still bothers me 30 years later that | was ... No.

Kari Vogelgesang (33:25):

Well, that's also going to be ... We're going to revisit that in this later on in this podcast. We're going to
have another session for you. Well, | really appreciate this first time that we've had together, Mark.

Mark McDermott (33:40):

Interesting conversation.

Kari Vogelgesang (33:41):

Interesting already. We really do want to just thank you for listening to the Education Unscripted &
Xplored podcast with Kari and Mark. Be sure to follow and share this podcast with colleagues and
friends who care about the future of education and our communities. Until next time....

Mark McDermott (34:00):

You stay classy, educators.

Kari Vogelgesang (34:03):

And we're forever cheering you on. Bye-bye now.

S1E1 Education Unscripted NEW Podcast NEW (Completed 01/07/26) Page 11 of 12
Transcript by Rev.com


https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/rvY_EPgOy7LpBBZTC4h747Y4dpE-KlixtfrOA8QNZRvb7tRDVQs-oJFOtrVFadvevyleliiEl2D3l4Fr_zxdv17zv1E?loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink&ts=0
https://www.rev.com/
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/lrtZRPnSNBfGn3K019V4T3Ct6hPnyhGqouTVB4SD2itIxVFd-7dH-JLCnqtM7MsaR72RHXuKkyc7QCIwvf68_terH-U?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1930.02
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/9Xh1ZiRqOCK0Xy4cVe7edni3E6b45UPKWqB4BZTaPlhFIEUk-sVfHi_ojwnVLZnsNplQPCyMNigsmdQIctGocgjAwdU?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1956.62
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/2VYvhYnnWjJs8-hte5LIAn6AvrjOSFVJMXSCg-VCWRb7zy0rhkQbo9zu80y-oRnebWOCnveuYHu_QgRqZ1G1SPRR7TM?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1958.26
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/JcMrakx9jtP6_tp8Ir_AnXlpgiI7_gS_DCnNwqNEOuBhdw2LRTFIyp0HOMmq1MDqKaFfRs-ZM-WrXz4K5HDPpYo4Lrs?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1959.36
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/tBpTrHivRRlpCp-qDTfeEdnIOAR2zHRDnFIdSZF_7PJl4XUxHHlOEseotWGIg6jGU0fgkFq9A6Ou0ajW3I6v3_Af18Y?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1999.23
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/tCPvllcDGVyyLm9zdotJeNSwEh88Dzs_0WEre9zgZz1QW0uknFNT9kEjnptsP0_i2PenVnsQfa6FnqLEY1-ojvXWyUE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2001.29
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/NxknRFxcL7FsrxNQLa-6Dyg0ovD8Dyf6qwnDqKhJBKAhb46YqyoGDJdd_r_vmveHD5D68gRO04aWLVRcYm9GsbV-FNQ?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2005.79
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/mVpB4d0eU6naKSXpdRYvweWPNFxajvByHUXC3qsqerAbFAi2bOsDFr8n4VjRU-hTGgISMYcwtfAx8C1rXYWvbeheWKY?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2020.21
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/Y7WnTQOm3s2bWRQpLMzLfGpwSWt8V5vKUF6rLfNxlCQJta_a4cgkBUeYjQQFQXA82Z2K2_AAgfdC2_DHA5tu1eNNSW4?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2021.29
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/TohGCDS9bI_HZ1XasyxsO9t7kNBb-cL_p2jfIT8taFRI1vFc1GaMHCVm0nYdnXNoidJqjpH3CbRurobQLzhydiDNUAQ?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2040.95
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/BIudSl9mv2eRkyRrPq6AA6DxOIvuHv-N7G0x8sm3QKuTjtp9ZQrh0Kwx2AQVsvqoAwgeKFyjcHyOZAUqbqDZRvMINIU?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2043.73

This transcript was exported on Jan 07, 2026 - view latest version here.

S1E1 Education Unscripted NEW Podcast NEW (Completed 01/07/26) Page 12 of 12
Transcript by Rev.com


https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/rvY_EPgOy7LpBBZTC4h747Y4dpE-KlixtfrOA8QNZRvb7tRDVQs-oJFOtrVFadvevyleliiEl2D3l4Fr_zxdv17zv1E?loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink&ts=0
https://www.rev.com/

	EDUcation Unscripted & Xplored Transcript
	Episode 1: Who We Are and What We Are Building


